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Advanced Manufacturing Center of Excellence

 One of eight Centers of Excellence serving industry needs through 
education

 Hosted by Bemidji State University, serving the state of Minnesota

 27 technical and community colleges throughout Minnesota that offer 
certificate and degree programs in manufacturing 

 Center’s three strategic priorities include: Engaging Industry, 
Enhancing Education, and Inspiring Students to pursue careers in 
manufacturing

 Mission is to recruit and educate the next generation of workers 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing 

 Event Overview

 Event website and resource overview

 Sharing outcomes

 Promotion of the tour

 Ways to get involved or participate

 Q&A



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing - Objective

Offers schools, families and the general public a chance to 
see how modern manufacturing is high-tech and innovative:

Improve perception

Demonstrate positive 
career opportunities in 
manufacturing 

Engage industry and 
influencers



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing - Video 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing - Registration Form 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing- Tour Locations

As tours are added they 
will appear on a map. 
Schools will then be able 
to see which tours are 
happening within their 
area.



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Bus Funding Application 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Toolkit, Guides and Templates 

 Host Toolkit
 Community Tour toolkit
 Manufacturing Tour Guide
 Teacher Tour Toolkit
 Press Release templates
 PSA template
 Radio Ad template
 Letter to Parents template
 Additional Educator resources



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Host Toolkit 
and Guide   
Host toolkit

 This toolkit explains how to get 
started planning a tour or open 
house at your facility. 

Manufacturers Tour Guide

 If you have decided to host a 
tour, this guide outlines best 
practices and tips for a 
successful tour. 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Community 
Tour Toolkit   

Community Tour Toolkit

 Serves as a guide for you if 
you’re doing a tour for your 
surrounding community and 
not just schools. 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Templates 

https://mnmfg.org/statewidetour/host-a-tour/



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Resources 

Educator Resources:
• Teacher Guide 
• Badge Pathway
• Career Success Skills 

Learning Modules
• Youth Outreach Funding 

Manufacturer Resources:
• Adopt-A-School
• Links to Industry news and 

job searches
• Career Success Skills 

Learning Modules



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Host Outcomes 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Host Testimonials 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing - Students



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Student Testimonial 

“I used to think factory jobs were 
just for people that could not get 
jobs anywhere else.  They had 
great jobs and made good money. “
STUDENT TESTIMONIAL

TESTIMONIALS

“I was so excited about what I saw at 
Park Industries I went home and 
created my own project out of a box.”
STUDENT TESTIMONIAL



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – our growth 



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing - Promotion



Statewide Tour of Manufacturing – Virtual Tour Guide



Industry participation – Statewide Tour 

 Showcase your facility and the exciting 
career opportunities, recruiting your 
next worker

 Supporting promotion of the Industry-
be part of the solution

 Supporting organizations working 
hard to promote manufacturing 
careers and help you with recruitment

 Sponsor the tour
 Recruit other manufacturers 
 Way to reach out to local school 



Educator participation- Statewide Tour 

 Exciting and fun field trip option, bus 
funding support, can be part of annual 
schedule

 Further resources to engage students 
about their experience, including learning 
activities

 Reach the students that are clearly a fit for 
this career path

 Helping to make a difference for students 
and the industry. 

 Excellent option for STEM educators, 
robotics coaches, or career counselors

 Learning experience for educators too
 Offers ways for students to engage with 

their local communities



How Local Communities Can Get Involved

 Organize a 
Community Tour

 Local Partner 
awareness (Chamber, 
EDA, business 
community)

 Organize School Tours 
 Promotion of your 

event, and the 
Statewide Tour

 Virtual Tour 
Development 

 Register your Tours! 



Jaimee Meyer - Webinar Series Presenter

Jaimee.meyer@bemidjistate.edu

t: 218.755.2206 | mnmfg.org

Follow us: Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

 Questions?

 Comments?

 Feedback!
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THANK YOU!
Find more information at:

mnmfg.org
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